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News spotlight 

$50M gift creates Global Institute 
for the Future of Energy 
Created in collaboration with the Julie Ann Wrigley Global Futures Laboratory and 
Thunderbird School of Global Management, the new institute will disrupt 
traditional academic approaches to addressing energy by putting accessible, 
pragmatic discourse at the heart of its work. 



"Energy is the foundation of everything we do. My vision for this institute is to help 
develop a deeper understanding of energy among future generations of leaders and 
decisionmakers — where it comes from, why it matters and how to use it wisely," says 
Bob Zorich, the founding donor of the institute. 

Read about the institute 

Featured event 

Register 

Wrigley Lecture series returns 
with a message of hope in October 
Join us for From Scars to Strength: The Unforgettable Journey of Kim Phuc on 
Thursday, Oct. 30, 4-5 p.m. at the Rob and Melani Walton Center for Planetary Health. 

Dr. Kim Phuc Phan Thi, known worldwide as the "napalm girl," shares her extraordinary 
story of survival, forgiveness and peace. From the horrors of war to her mission as a 
UNESCO goodwill ambassador and founder of The Kim Foundation, Kim's story inspires 
hope and healing. 

The Wrigley Lecture series, hosted by the Julie Ann Wrigley Global Futures Laboratory, 
features speakers who are at the forefront of understanding the world we live in and 
imagine the worlds we are moving into. They inspire and stimulate reflection on timely 
topics. 

The Wrigley lectures are open to the public. You can view previous lectures here. 

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2d2fd628d9a099231de87f43cfbfaac2ddf6341daa66f810b85c67d8b78c6e847ee6d4f7e8a10b5bf0c4043f18963ae324
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2df6c1be869d96836212f4466c16471329c2e4003e2d8b4c0256af5299a3df6228e1151b9d7365281dad175f5358207d12
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2da9ba552d38a1ae012d06e72c43271dd716d21b724c79b96abc2cef1c0d1cceaf999213eaf52e3266e1198af3cbbbced7


SolarSPELL Initiative 
named a TIME 'best 
invention' 
The ASU SolarSPELL Initiative, which started 
as a student engineering assignment at ASU 
and grew into a global humanitarian project 
that provides solar-powered library devices, 
has been named one of TIME's best 
inventions. 

Read about SolarSPELL 

ASU researchers help 
fishing communities with 
output, conservation 
efforts 
Jesse Senko is studying new ways to make 
fishing gear less harmful to sea turtles, 
sharks and other threatened species, while 
still ensuring those who fish for a living can 
sustain their livliehoods. 

Read about the Senko Lab 

Our impact 

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2ddd36dc822a9888983dc252a3a3a532c98d93816c4aa4bd354fa29d47f330c85cd9baeedd79de91afd77d34b6555656ac
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2dd95ce84de896adc4eb0ffe60e3357e0199f16b1b3762c815566195c08c023c3f56fd7ccc08cb0fb4758a5f1b1f57d053


Canopy for Kids initiative to 
bring shade trees to 
Phoenix schools 

Canopy for Kids is an annual program 
dedicated to increasing shade tree coverage 
and providing environmental education. The 
initiative will bring heat resilience to nine 
partner schools through planting shade trees 
supported by water harvesting systems. 

Read about the initiative 

Impactful insights 

Addressing water 
insecurity and building 
trust in rural Arizona 

As part of the Arizona Water Innovation 
Initiative, ASU and its partners are engaging 
Yuma County homeowners without safe and 
affordable water to provide a variety of 
clean-water solutions. 

Read more on ASU News 

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2d20ed99539329f08ddc0bd24eeb3ca1bf4ef8750a301200b503d236964127b8d6d44812022d5d050315becddfcb418fa1
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2d178ec9fb88dd76e2bc389d25340757fd7e23ff8bfc6bbfe1078b7815d1cf6d2d6746a7fcf5eb849b09caec0f453dcbb0


Register 

Scholarship opens doors 
for Bermudians to pursue 
their passions at ASU 
ASU Bermuda Tuition Scholarship has 
awarded full-tuition scholarships to five 
students from Bermuda this semester. The 
scholarship opens doors to diverse 
coursework, global experiences and 
professional development opportunities that 
will help shape the future in Bermuda. 

Read more on ASU News 

Events and opportunities 

Shaping food systems: 
the USDA's role and 
direction 
Hosted by the Swette Center for 
Sustainable Food Systems 

Oct. 22 | hybrid | 4:30 p.m. 

Walton Center for Planetary Health | Room 
460 | Arizona State University 

777 E. University Dr., Tempe, AZ 85281 

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2d8254cc8ada68b5c3c109b12830c646a6eff0ec6bb992544adb9e5ab0110fb7e868cd0018457b03e66258812c9465a104
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2d0372f6d07709f780c643b1eccb5e3dc67aeb0d08fe4242433831dfc5dfbe487b40c45cb1774fa2ef9ea7b3980bb5dcca
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2d09c2bbe88e1a7ed57dce603fab3cdc9d9b4ec70a8edcee077a92c4e539c6b6da80d030b1da88665a07c1b56a179886ac


Register 

Groundwater Earth: the 
hidden frontline of 
climate change 

Hosted by the ASU Water Institute 

Oct. 23 | in-person | 2 p.m. 

Biodesign Institute Building A | L1/10-14 
(Lower Level) | Arizona State University 

1001 S. McAllister Ave., Tempe AZ 85287 

Register 

Water power: Water 
politics and environmental 
histories from Arizona to 
Arabia 
Co-sponsored by the ASU Water Institutte 
and supported by the Leonardo-ASU 
Planetary Health Research Seed Grant 

Oct. 24 | in-person | noon 

Walton Center for Planetary Health | 
Auditorium | Arizona State University 

777 E. University Dr., Tempe, AZ 85281 

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2de06ebdbda959c7598cd908120447d625e99737a629b1ff38212c96d81992eaa2f83a3489c60225183ce80305d0aef932
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2d3f1336833f8ea5ca86c4d8f9d4ebe6999127c8d23527a7f053289fdd364b06b7cdac388d539f5503ce705c9b9f5e019f


Fall Town Hall 

Hosted by ASU Knowledge Enterprise 

Oct. 29 | in-person | 10 a.m. 

Memorial Union | Ventana A and B | Arizona 
State University 

301 E. Orange St., Tempe, AZ 85281 

Register 

Publications 

Global Futures: Futurecast | Fall 2025 
Our latest edition of Futurecast tackles the steps necessary for transformative action in a 
complex, rapidly changing world. Explore the future of ocean stability, understand what it 
takes to decode a genome, learn about the 10 latest insights in climate science and more. 

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2ddb1374073b2597ae60e0812e4045ee67c9148c1aa61eef2c7ec96b2efa95c611c1b5bc9a51bae59b4a15c3095d6941c3


Read Futurecast Vol. 8 

Don't miss any future news 

Stay connected to the Global Futures Laboratory by subscribing to our newsletter. You 
can also sign up to receive our other updates, including event notifications and 
upcoming editions of our biannual journal, Global Futures: Futurecast. 

Subscribe now 

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2d68f4b44bcb4c72e80254dd583bcc8b8e0ce446dfba696f2f1147670af827c8dc52f5b3d08a3fcd145ad41bd86aa5e742
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=0c94a66158ab7a2d1223efeec1328ffd481f5087d92fabd04949c3c746ea269eec61db1b532d2ce8ae5d445129941139f89e0416cf532c46

