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Global Futures: Now

When graduates of the College of Global Futures crossed the stage in their
caps and gowns on May 6, they left with more than their diplomas. They
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graduated with a lifelong commitment to themselves, to each other and to
future generations to secure a thriving future for all. The road toward such a
future poses challenges, but many of these graduates have already begun to
face them head-on. 

We face urgent challenges — in some cases crises — that place our world
under stress and make us question if we will attain better outcomes for future
generations. But humanity cannot move forward with a fatalist perspective. 

There are opportunities to relieve these pressures, including many developed
right here in the College of Global Futures and the Global Futures Laboratory
that include the fingerprints of our students. Nothing assures me more that a
thriving future is attainable than witnessing the launch of a new cohort of
educated and inspired leaders. 

Our graduates have dedicated their time, their resources, and their new and
emerging perspectives to address our world’s most complex challenges. They
enter the workforce at a time when these skills and ideas are desperately
needed. The opportunities are out there, and I trust their education at the
College of Global Futures has trained them to lead the change.

This is a time of potentially remarkable transformation. The decisive decade is
here. 

As people across the globe make different choices that will continually
determine how our world will look like for the next decades, centuries and
possibly millennia, these young professionals will be presented with incredible
new opportunities in new or revitalized industries. Several trillion-dollar
industries are waiting to be built, including new energy systems, the hydrogen
economy, new food systems, new transportation systems, and climate
solutions, among others.

Change is on the horizon, and youth have always been at the forefront of
propelling societies forward. But they are not alone in this endeavor.
Fortunately, we can build on the work of pioneers who have explored new
ways of navigating our complex world for many decades.  
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Together, we must lead the charge of halting the deterioration of our planet’s
life-supporting systems and move toward new approaches for how we live,
work and play alongside each other as an integral part of the Earth system. 

We must learn from and give power to our youth because they are catalysts
for change. 

Congratulations, graduates.

Peter Schlosser
Vice President and Vice Provost of Global Futures

 

Meet some of our graduates 

While all graduates have their own story to tell, a sample of College of Global
Futures graduate profiles can be found on ASU News. 

Tanya Bils completes the inaugural complex adaptive systems science
degree program
From EMT to the School of Sustainability: Kalyn Denton is named an

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b88700402dbceda0cbf17da849c7e3df8713e8208030c8fc6f4799174c7de50a4dae6bc07f1fda8ba2a58a2be3387a7cbf2d67e0
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b88700407bff829706710dd1c98f6585d1c94c49a8b556ad3bedf30463fc10dd9203774ad35d2b2cbf1aaa0098868c5119d6db16
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“outstanding graduate”
PhD grad Elma Hajríc’s work integrates science, technology and society
to promote just futures
Ava Steckel aims to create public policy to “ensure that the future truly is
for everyone”
Sustainability grad Katie Spreitzer pursues environmental justice, youth
education and community empowerment
Elizabeth Reilly is working toward contributing to a more sustainable
food system
PhD sustainability graduate Rebecca Shelton is joining the energy
justice movement
Isabel Haas tackles global challenges through applied math

 

Collaborative ASU–SRP study
identifies additional advantages
to forest restoration efforts

In a pilot program, ASU and Salt River Project
are investigating whether forest thinning will
increase water supplies, in addition to reducing
wildfire risk and protecting important
infrastructure. The project is focused on a 3,400-
acre area in the Kaibab National Forest. Senior
Global Futures Scientist Enrique Vivoni, also the
director of the Center for Hydrologic Innovations
at ASU, along with graduate students and
postdoctoral scholars from the center, combined
their results with other publicly available datasets
to create a new model of a thinning project area.

Read more

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b887004037e36506d943c37756305ab9a1065ac67c16f250f47b985569f7fa85ca935e24414c59b3ee76711f90a744ce5349c057
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b8870040390f297b418eadd643f181cd9abdf0e7a74136fd256489808ccc2e61dbefec61884b4311a4af34df85ca7f7f4258772b
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b887004084cfa04cda42c4df0efcbb28a4eed06d815caf53da9707614f76626f621a528d72b6dbf21e5ed767046e40348aae8337
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b8870040f6dc7ee8613627b6c495c7def073eb44c3e5944206c6ae66795e45ebee69eddf9819d86c46a38f808023a00511fc9bc8
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b887004016363a01d2ed1357ac54a38ade65fd652795ee1d729d03719bf50a6820f5f3f5457345b7a5dff350d03146727057454a
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b8870040e24f8ea62d0b40f4a5b5d1fbfab241944f0834e889feca53daa30d641587b0b0ad0250ab4243640f7fd03b09588f3cb2
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b88700400b699182ce2a10b5c3a8588064b604499092f63fe353ec7e9191f7a3bd73e94d1cee75e808a090844bad2a8c81a7abb8
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b8870040daafec312fd537c71caf584f4702e9366838171cafa5e8118acac80194fbdb346a8ecda5dd16516b968eca0fa8815474
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b8870040e9379c9c7fe6283e2f83cae454ea6760eea93f327ec03c2b964f625f11e0eb9a9159133f8259f3ec97e3bb230de64b13
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b8870040d3d41886fdba603eae87f90486a47ce6c6584793327900b48185bb1f6cc03107dc0a515c04bb33cc8f214f2c67464223
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Knowledge Exchange for
Resilience research leads to
new law protecting mobile-
home dwellers

The Knowledge Exchange for Resilience (KER)
at ASU, an interdisciplinary center that works
with communities to research and solve
problems, worked for more than five years on the
problem of extreme heat and mobile homes in
the Valley. Patricia Solís , executive director of
KER and a Senior Global Futures Scientist, said
the KER team worked closely with mobile-home
owners to pinpoint why so many people who live
in mobile homes are vulnerable to extreme heat.
The data they collected led to a new law, which
prevents landlords from denying tenants the right
to install an air conditioner or other cooling
measures. Governor Katie Hobbs signed it as an
emergency action, and it went into effect on April
2.

Read more

Caitlin Drummond Otten
explores how bans, regulations
on food technology affect
consumer perceptions

In a recent study, Senior Global Futures Scientist

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b88700406f9be00a462f9fc3b1e45896d46e86ec7fd0caf26ae5fc751547e787dc7fcaf5e43feb01da74411f6765624e9dd2b70f
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b887004092e7653fb11d84bc886489f8db28359f440e6e2a1bff367c47ee25bbab89af968f7ec56ec14c9ba6e4be1bda4ece12ed
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b8870040b2971f8de79e0fd27d759c28ddb291f5abcaa39b217b7319fbc3344b60fa0ee79978d82df2d23a5a2d0d067a22020382
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b8870040e9b948cf6b9e5be7508aaf6d6ad79a7911a55acb6933d31387f2970c083731c2ffb321c3d4df3481a770b0fd28e9ba1e
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Caitlin Drummond Otten  and her colleagues
Angela Bearth at ETH Zürich and Alex Segrè
Cohen at the University of Oregon examined how
people living in the United States and Switzerland
thought about the use of genome editing in
agriculture produced for human consumption.
The article, “Consumers' perceptions and
acceptance of genome editing in agriculture:
Insights from the United States of America and
Switzerland,” was recently published in Food
Research International. Read more: 

ASU News

Research

Heat studies pave the way for
further extreme heat risk
mitigation actions, future
studies

A team, led by Senior Global Futures Scientist
Konrad Rykaczewski, along with Senior Global
Futures Scientists Jennifer Vanos and Ariane
Middel, has pioneered better measurements of
the heat’s effect on the human body with a
customized outdoor thermal manikin, called
ANDI, coupled with a state-of-the-art mobile
biometeorological station developed by Middel’s
team, called MaRTy. Two recently published
studies, published in the journals International
Journal of Biometeorology and Science of the

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b88700407da6ac601768cdde8b535629e322db231e184be026d888b5ac8341d396260d8ad5e8ac98bcaf53404ab0a4eaf80f1466
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b88700405f9246a4622acf5397fa911bf72c156787f96273c114f4ce96a2a9a54146b344d6296c72660e68d64df2f0a35a301c5a
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b88700403fb4e1c08046df0b045080f7ff0a0dc594b4992b97fa6df3fd8165ac2c0f3a2512869601223f0f223d11953c4501ace1
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=9d877591b88700403e329b109aa2cc49343bfcb01edbf407c1fef4b89fc3365b34e5c6c25c7bd389eb331b786dbc2b0a043d9d549649aef4
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa9c8733f1524db70810765905f17d53bfdc77657e0170b3d72a1d4ad4aa2c48e409faa3a66f006b81788d5d2dbf995a0a
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaacff09e41aa4343b59026ad4a894ecfa6787fec42860c58ebfa14bc1e9331938b6ed3eb53ba82d48125778c36da28510e
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa1d91e1743f81451096bb5216b2ffde38b90847a1ca63329abe1b5f5b7b4cd440d1c2af6b752d38aa86a51a0ce56ad76b
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaaaad29654839b5f378417e570a1a36ab4e4e95d272b4c64f1e89b6401447f5ba688fdeccdcb83cdeea188223fc9330f66
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Total Environment, showcase their innovative
approaches to understanding and combating the
growing challenges of extreme heat.

Read more

Peter Schlosser talks rising
ocean temperatures on Arizona
PBS

Peter Schlosser , vice president and vice provost
of Global Futures at ASU, discussed the
significance of our ocean's rising temperatures.
While the warm climate pattern El Niño in 2023
would naturally have some impact on ocean
temperatures, Schlosser said the recent jump of
almost one degree Celsius is more than what
scientists would have expected. Cutting
emissions and removing carbon dioxide from our
atmosphere, he said, are known ways to offset
these rising temperatures. The full segment on
PBS's nightly public affairs show "Arizona
Horizon" can be viewed online. 

Watch

New research shows
transdisciplinary approach is
needed for successful locust

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaae35547b3bb27232f5b299e580a06d5e6b94c0937dfe970735a64233515fb1cc2e3b2d3226d26431d674a24943daf810b
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa0216ed4845407b2266c596ddcda33e6950e5b487b31899cf5094095e523d1c557115fd7aa0138d26ab6fbe44e48dcd13
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa53ae953753867f6e9021afc1e3d6e3a9de9ce1de29d22895856c30fb90244a2d0df2bb630cef93b86e95ca62998df56b
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa8f318e8245c08739cec79ae52d9caec4384f00c7d0b92b4e1ab3e67ed74d18472d0463627c9951a567b885eb9b62f68e
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management  

A new collaborative review led by team members
in the Global Locust Initiative at the Global
Futures Laboratory advocates for a
transdisciplinary approach. The paper, published
in the Journal of Orthoptera Research, brought
together 38 co-authors from six continents and 34
unique organizations, representing much of the
social-ecological-technological system related to
grasshopper and locust management and
research around the globe. Read more:

ASU News

Research

In new paper, researchers call
for universities to incentivize
societally engaged conservation
work

A team of researchers from the Global Futures
Laboratory’s Center for Biodiversity Outcomes
argues that scientists shouldn’t be forced to
choose between socially engaged work and
career-strengthening peer-reviewed journals. In
their new paper published in the journal of
Biological Conservation, the team calls upon
universities to reward conservation scientists not
only for their publications, but also for doing work

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa51b5ab18e5a10bf46671837283a97eef45c044349b652dc61b6d3e494c124243add86d19543a5a87988ea9c5f48b7c3e
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaae5cb18029c96ab81f88f13e1dd912d0a31d0aa69b2217c01dc9770ec92e6ed715efcf81bffd810692b137ab6b0972015
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa51b5ab18e5a10bf46671837283a97eef45c044349b652dc61b6d3e494c124243add86d19543a5a87988ea9c5f48b7c3e
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa89d7ef1345758a1c368abeff0b65cf780ac82e7462669798e8f109c92c4454b28fba89c79239213ae23016f1ff772ac7
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa7abb58250c0124732f42db4a870c85c9f6ad900654ec8332ae7f71ad6dc1861dead9ca73f4bd431dd8c67cc6fcda7487
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa53ddd0ba2586250048de6908f0786f8f6aa83f2b451f3b03e894367d308079030717f7430a4480a06ea2abda4923ddf1
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with societal outcomes. Read more:

ASU News

Research

Hawaii reef restoration program
celebrates official opening of
state-of-the-art coral reef facility

On April 25, scientists and community members
affiliated with the reef restoration program
ʻĀkoʻakoʻa celebrated the launch of a new, state-
of-the-art coral research and propagation facility
in Kailua-Kona. A ribbon-cutting ceremony in April
marked the opening of the new facility. Greg
Asner , director of ASU’s Center for Global
Discovery and Conservation Science and founder
of ʻĀkoʻakoʻa, said the new facility will serve as a
kind of medical facility for corals, housing broken
corals that require care to recover, grow and
reproduce.

Read more

College of Global Futures
school directors talk career
journeys, ambitions 

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa7abb58250c0124732f42db4a870c85c9f6ad900654ec8332ae7f71ad6dc1861dead9ca73f4bd431dd8c67cc6fcda7487
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaae0ff016d69f022b365cb19719dff89545694ec2afeba4281ddeaf1908ab7625c540330a3a3f9d3109769e64b9e3aafcd
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaacbddb1b94b46a4b126ba22594a36ed26fec929a24606453e7ca814bfe7625fa173ba678cf9aac8653db96751f90331a0
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaab9caeb4439c3fac822b16568ef2c1f95c7721b08bd579d3b7ab09b041e5c077777fd8f7e4acec54704a662066e17a7d5
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa78d4e8967b7873ad4d9dff159364983871416edabaa6a62bba3855eca7f8e67fc8df389e7ff4982e5ba1104c6f0f3bad
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaacbddb1b94b46a4b126ba22594a36ed26fec929a24606453e7ca814bfe7625fa173ba678cf9aac8653db96751f90331a0
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The College of Global Futures empowers
learners to shape their own futures. This
commitment to future generations was further
exemplified with the announcement of Joshua
Abbott and Eusebio Scornavacca as directors of
the School of Sustainability and the School for
the Future of Innovation in Society, respectively.
They discuss what led them to their roles in a
Q&A for ASU News. 

Read more

Participants needed for study
on everyday heat exposure,
human behavior

In an upcoming global heat study funded by the
National Science Foundation, PhD geography
candidate Gisel Guzman and School of
Sustainability Associate Professor Jennifer Vanos
will use a smartwatch, weather sensors and
participant surveys to measure heat exposure,
cool-seeking behavior, perceptions and health
risks as people go about their regular days. They
are currently seeking participants for the study,
which will be piloted in the Phoenix Metro area
this summer.

Read more

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaace23146f86f18bf62425a1e19a9dd6e371bc4d8025ac163c3da5451e4d7d9a95557e740f67cbfaf3afc8a636cc726517
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa1687e63338d503fb5292ff36e4c9b9be1987aab10a5c78f04cf9153b5de652606ae4a0c397f5554387bf0574cefe0e1d
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaaf3866a4a51b68d2b43bd595baaddd48bcd2456ecda3d6f9bb071f2564e19d0a00ce4a6caeceddb502c39aa066efadc8a
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaace23146f86f18bf62425a1e19a9dd6e371bc4d8025ac163c3da5451e4d7d9a95557e740f67cbfaf3afc8a636cc726517
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaafb8aaed0229ff68e17591b65942ceb13c3ceb117e95026dc17dae97219ad48b30d9911819aaa2fc25a265dddf1bf46bb
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaafb8aaed0229ff68e17591b65942ceb13c3ceb117e95026dc17dae97219ad48b30d9911819aaa2fc25a265dddf1bf46bb
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School of Ocean Futures
launches undergraduate,
graduate degrees

ASU  launched four new ocean-focused degree
programs within the College of Global Futures —
a Bachelor of Science in ocean futures, a
Bachelor of Science in ocean futures with a
concentration in coastal and marine sciences, an
online Master of Science in coastal and marine
science and management, and a PhD in ocean
futures. These programs, housed within the
School of Ocean Futures, prepare students to
become coastal and marine stewards, community
leaders, innovators and researchers capable of
shaping the future of the world’s oceans. Students
are now eligible to enroll for a fall 2024 start.

Read more

ASU experts say simple
solutions can make recycling
less confusing, more effective

Multiple experts from the Global Futures
Laboratory weigh in on recycling solutions in an
article for ASU News. Factors such as human
behavior, inconsistent guidelines and general
apathy have caused the United States to lag
behind other countries in recycling rates, but
sustainability experts believe there are pathways
to success. A more simple recycling system, for

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa44b8eede42b8017b9bf83e5a6565f61ee9bc631bcc3f8c909085950864564e74af98e2e3ff325067af9e70bdd9c880a5
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa44b8eede42b8017b9bf83e5a6565f61ee9bc631bcc3f8c909085950864564e74af98e2e3ff325067af9e70bdd9c880a5
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa533822ebd16b1def0b960019b3ded38ec4cfeba91b80aa04f21897718fa6664cbccaa35b77eb3dba0740442ec194603a
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example, could greatly benefit recycling
outcomes.

Read more

Moonshot Accelerator preps
life-changing ASU projects for
big funding

A new Moonshot Accelerator initiative at ASU
recently gave an inaugural cohort of eight ASU
teams educational tools to strategically pitch their
projects to philanthropic funders or corporate
partners for large-scale gifts. Project Cities, a
university-partnership program, was one of the
teams involved, in addition to Margaret Hinrichs ,
associate director of decision science at the
Knowledge Exchange for Resilience and an
assistant research professor in the School of
Complex Adaptive Systems. 

Read more

ASU graduate student awarded
NSF fellowship to study water
insecurity along US–Mexico
border communities

Dylan Diaz-Infante is a sociocultural anthropology

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa533822ebd16b1def0b960019b3ded38ec4cfeba91b80aa04f21897718fa6664cbccaa35b77eb3dba0740442ec194603a
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaac74cfa6ac197a3e83f75a836e9b73148a439ca916c1708c088c84ad73f991e749caf9549131efb7e350cc6c1c46ebdc9
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaacd07b80e593db1271865ade823a4f52ae9e00d3963d0db0c41c2509772613bd8995d3f1ca389c51bd6ee8c69aa38e6c0
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaac0b23ea8572798feb0e6b941e19f84d721de5b33f0e7ead3f6a1269f660f5124ba1f60214a6926b58b002e2a06687317
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaad6474836d10477694335636dce19305c743f8e1d80cb66707971cc476bd1dceb813e83a7bd96907e464b0ef565c5a0ac
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaafea5112e47878cb07127ce7391306fb2c2cc7665ca5d5fe5697fe48ba7630f2fa87dc13e522fd54b856d6bab46d1d7ab
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graduate student at the School of Human
Evolution and Social Change at Arizona State
University. He is passionate about water security
and was recently awarded a prestigious NSF
Graduate Research Fellowship Program grant to
help fund his research on water-sharing within
communities called "colonias" along the U.S.–
Mexico border. Diaz-Infante is also a researcher
with the Arizona Water for All team, one of
several pillars under the statewide Arizona Water
Innovation Initiative, led by the Global Futures
Laboratory. 

Read more

Rizwan Virk explains simulation
theory on Spotify's top podcast

Rizwan Virk , a graduate student in the College of
Global Futures, joined "The Joe Rogan
Experience" podcast to discuss the simulation
theory, a theory that reality as we know it is a
computer simulation. Virk is the author of multiple
books, including "The Simulation Hypothesis" and
"The Simulated Multiverse." Virk is currently
doing doctoral research at the Center for Science
and the Imagination and teaching classes on the
metaverse, innovation and simulation theory at
the College of Global Futures and the Fulton
Schools of Engineering. 

Watch

https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa4ccaa711c9728b18d3f22c01bceb27477d789c251bfaa5dde85d76f3c79042bf5d91bda1c257590e01f0923adcf94bab
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaaa7941ac6277d886ff6517c98130a35307a5790f45cf084df82b0c98d74f4b4f01c1951e19ff7855b68f659d21904d6f1
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa4ccaa711c9728b18d3f22c01bceb27477d789c251bfaa5dde85d76f3c79042bf5d91bda1c257590e01f0923adcf94bab
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa20bb3fde22d7b3ee5fb911db804491734ece0b1e36ad039901d7cf629c70ad7e76d273da9333e35c4b9155c3ca221966
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa0b672aa65a8bd1313c3b1d8a1d85984e530f776c1e513b18d7ad7af61fab41171bb95f6c5c17fecb7075e68dbfc54932
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=90820d9291178aaa20bb3fde22d7b3ee5fb911db804491734ece0b1e36ad039901d7cf629c70ad7e76d273da9333e35c4b9155c3ca221966
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Darlene Cavalier honored with
Pop Warner Inspiration to Youth
Award 

Darlene Cavalier, professor of practice at the
School for the Future of Innovation in Society,
was awarded the Pop Warner Inspiration to Youth
Award for her efforts in promoting STEM
education for young women. This award
recognizes leaders in sports who exemplify
humanitarian principles. She combines scientific
pursuits and athletic excellence through her
nonprofit, Science Cheerleaders, which is
comprised of over 300 current and former
professional cheerleaders who also work in
STEM careers. 

Read more
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talks about how we can draw inspiration from the
patterns in nature to implement strategic
decisions in our built world.

Read now
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We must rediscover our planet and our
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global partners of the Julie Ann Wrigley Global Futures Laboratory, it means a
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“progress.”

We believe better is possible.
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Don't miss any future news

Be sure to receive this newsletter as well as other journals and updates
including our biannual journal, Futurecast.

Subscribe now
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