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2019: Phase 1
In the U.S., we use 500 

million straws a day, which 
is enough to wrap the Earth’s 

circumference 2.5 times 
(thelastplasticstraw.org).

Almost ⅓ of the garbage 
generated, in the U.S., daily 
comes from individual 
packaging (Parsons, 2008).
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2020: Phase 2 
Six million tons of non-durable 
plastics such as eating utensils 

and food wrappings are 
discarded annually (Mishkin, 

2016). 

All vendors must use 
compostable/recyclable food service ware.

This includes: plates/food containers, 
napkins, utensils, skewers, straws, and lids.

Beverages traditionally served in glass 
bottles must be served in aluminum cans or 
souvenir cups.

Aluminum has a smaller carbon 
footprint than glass; it has more recycled 

content than any other beverage container at 
68%. If a new can is made of recycled 

content it requires 95% less energy (Kim Moratta, 
director of social sustainability at MillerCoors).



2021: Phase 3  

All vendors must be in compliance following a 
strict no plastic bag/plastic wrap policy. 
Styrofoam as well. 

Reusable souvenir bags will be handed out 
instead in accordance to the new phase.

Vendors must find other viable options that 
reduces chances of environmental impact.

Much of the plastic ever made still exists. 
Worldwide, as many as one trillion 
plastic bags are used each year and less 
than 5 percent of plastic is recycled.
(https://blog.epa.gov/blog/2016/11/confronting-plastic-poll
ution-one-bag-at-a-time/)

 In the United States, 
according to the EPA, we 
use over 380 billion plastic 
bags and wraps yearly, 
requiring 12 million barrels 
of oil to create.



2022: Phase 4  

All vendors must be in compliance with 
cooking oil disposal, or be fined.

Vegetable oils can be added to the compost.

Contaminated cooking oils must be properly 
collected and recycled, Grand Natural.

Vegetable oils such as olive, 
corn, grapeseed, or sunflower oil 
can be composted if they haven’t 
come in to contact with meat or 
cheese.

EPA categorizes vegetable 
oils and animal fats with 
petroleum and non-petroleum 
oils. 
(https://www.epa.gov/emergency-respon
se/vegetable-oils-and-animal-fats)



2025: Zero Food Waste 

By 2025, the Arizona State Fair will have…

● A fully implemented composting 
system

● Accessible recycle and composting 
bins 

● Support from volunteers, employees, 
and fairgoers

● Full vendor cooperation



Case Study -
Waste Management Phoenix Open

●

●

●

●



Public Education / Involvement  



Resource Recovery 
Stations

●
●

●

●
●
●



Event Staff Participation

●
●

●
●
●
●
●



Disincentives

 



Measuring Success

●

●

●



References

http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/how-you-can-stop-single-use-plastic-waste/
https://thelastplasticstraw.org/about-us/
http://www.oregoncountryfair.org/general-information/faqs/
https://www.smith.edu/env/pdf%20files/2008/Parsons-final.pdf
https://sevengenerationsahead.org/images/work/zerowaste/SGA_ZW_Event_Planning_Guide_FINAL.pdf
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/3052/Info-for-Vendors
http://zerowasteyukon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2017-Zero-Waste-Guide-for-Event-Planners.pdf
https://blog.epa.gov/blog/2016/11/confronting-plastic-pollution-one-bag-at-a-time/

