
Queen Creek Green Waste Program 
Analysis 



Project Overview 

 Identify goals 

 Identify obstacles 

 Analyze Current State of Waste Stream 

 Create Outreach Program 

 



Queen Creek Overview  

 

 26 square miles 

 Population of 26,700 (2010) 

 2000 – 2013 814% growth rate 

 Median family income $65,679 

 Per capita income $21,592 



Queen Creek Overview 

 Budget Expenditures $102,274,197 

 $3,830 per resident 

 6% of residents and 9% of families live 

below the poverty line 

 

  



Queen Creek Waste Disposal History 

 Right Away Disposal 

 (2010) $907,000 / 6 years 

 $15.41/month flat rate 

 Prior to 2010, residents paid between $9.50 and $28.00/month  

 Exemptions were granted to owners with 2 acres or more 

 Waste program had 58% approval rating 



 

Recycling Trends 
 

Queen Creek   vs.    National 
 



Queen Creek Waste Stream 

 Queen Creek 2013/2014 report claims the following: 

 

 First 3 years of recycling program diverted 5,335 Tons/year. 

 

 5.46lbs/day per capita  

 

 20% waste diversion rate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
E.P.A 

(U.S.)Waste and 
Recycling 

 
 U.S. per-capita waste 

average is 4.38lbs/day 

 

 35% or 1.51lbs/day is 

recycled  

 

 Queen Creek’s 

diversion rate is 14% 

below the national 

average. 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Queen Creek Recycling Potential 
      

         Total waste: 26,625 tons 

 

 

Wood: 1,677 tons 

Yard waste: 3,594 tons 

 



Queen Creek Waste Diversion 
Conclusions 

 EPA estimates that green waste recycling participation average 

in the U.S. at 58% 

 Queen Creek would divert 3,057 Tons of green waste annually 

 

 

 

 Increase of diverted waste from 5,335 Tons to 8,382 Tons 

 Queen Creek’s waste diversion percentage would increase from 

20% to 32% 

 



Benefits 

Green Waste 
Recycling 

Reduced process of 
extracting, refining 
and processing raw 

materials. 

Reduced C02 
emissions, and 

“GHG’s”, creating a 
more sustainable 
and green society. 



Community Research 

 Get the community on board! 

 Conduct a Survey 

 Gain insight on the demand for green waste 

 

  



Sample Survey  

 Can you identify what would be placed into the green waste: 

 Yard trimmings 

 Tree branches 

 Left over food 

 Bushes 

 Etc 



Sample Survey Continued 

 On a scale of 1-10, how willing are you to participate in this program? 

 If the program cost money, would you still participate? Do you have a limit of 

how much it would cost you monthly? If so, what would it be?  

 

 Do you think that green recycling is important?  

 How often do you recycle? Daily? Weekly? When you remember?  

 



Educational Material 

 Spread the word 

 Queen Creek Website 

 Social Media 

 Mailings to residents 

 On the monthly utility bills 

 

 

 

  



Current Green Waste Programs  

   

 Pick up: 3 times a year 

 Used for top soil for parks 

and playgrounds 

 Green Organics Program 

 Also available to residents 

twice a year 

 Green Waste Recycling 

Program 

 Pick up: weekly 

 Price: $6 per month, not a 

requirement for residents to 

participate 
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