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Dereliction of DutyHistorical Context

Theoretical Framework

• Although a relatively new scientific 
revelation, inequitable climate 
exposures by design have plagued 
many cities, including Phoenix, since 
their conception (Bolin, 2005).

• Most prominently, disbursement of 
heat and pollution were found to 
disproportionately impact lower income 
and minority communities (Hoffman et 
al., 2020).

Source: Hoffman el al., 2020
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Research Gaps
• Broad focus on housed 

communities, ignoring those most 
exposed to the climate consequences 
of city design.

• Tendency towards historical 
analysis, neglecting the opportunity for 
critiques of modern policy making 
outcomes. 
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1. How does the regulation of public 
spaces alter climate exposures among 
people who are experiencing unsheltered 
homelessness? 

2. What are the health implications of 
climate exposures in the different areas 
policy permits people who are facing 
unsheltered homelessness to reside?

Questions of Interest

• Nearly 3,100 individuals identified as unsheltered within 
the city of Phoenix during the 2022 Housing and Urban 
Development-mandated Point-in-Time count (MAG, 2022). 

• The city severely lacks the number of beds required to 
accommodate those in need of temporary shelter, last 
counted at roughly 1,800 in 2021 (City of Phoenix, 2021).

• In conjunction with the rise in unsheltered homelessness, 
heat deaths remain at unacceptable, and increasing, levels 
(MAG, 2021).

MAG 2021 Heat Death Report

Contemporary Setting 
• Tempe’s “Accelerated Encampment 

Response Program” has removed people 
from the Rio Salado riverbed (City of 
Tempe, 2022). 

• Jurisdictions have hired private security 
at the request of housed residents, further 
limiting alternative spaces for unsheltered 
people to seek respite (Wong, K., 2022).
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