1849-1854: Surveys and Migration ._;;-. "0 § St S g _- Vs | 1855-1862: zadsen Purchase and Early Settlement. : b 1863-1870 --Arizona Territory Established, Salt River Valley Settled
Gila Trail used by immigrants, U.5 Boundary Commissionand | = '_: O Ll Santa Cruz River Valley added to American territory. Military i F Arizona Terntory established 1n 1863 with Territorial Capitol placed a Prescott
Pacific Railroad Surveys perform scientific analyses of 3nd s imah b . : forts, stage stops, and mail routes established. Gold strikes on 1 near mining camps. First Legislature held in 1864 with Howell Code adopted,
and 35th Parallels as well as Mexcan/American Border. T LA (Gila Riwer and Central Highlands attract miners. Mineral strikes | haseline ]_E:E_fl:ﬂl document c |:|11E:aﬁ1111!3 madeguate provisions concerng land and
Institutional science fascinated with region’s diverse flora 1 | el B e o make Arizona economically wmable, although still considered N water. Fort McD owell on Verde River attempted irfigation agriculture, John ¥.T.
fauna, and ahoriginal peoples. Eegion north of Gila Eiver 19 1 ot L) ' 107 5 wasteland by most. Farms emerge around stage stops, army forts, _ Smith opened hay station on Salt River to raise hay for Army, Gila Valley settled
remains relatively unknown. New Mezxican Terntorial Codes RN Y S el el and mining camps combinng aboriginal methods and crops with gk : near Florence. Depletion of placer deposits and local need for foodstuffs forces
passedin 1850 merge indigenous communal statutes with more B2 s w0 % T | | thoseantroduced. Irnigation agnculture not constdered { N '. - figr :m,,n to low deserts including Gila and Salt River Valleys. Jack Swilling
individualistic paradigms. Pimna willages are waluable stop on N e : ,: - ] P XY/ | | componert of region’s econornic future. Mo military protection pre B entices mvestors in 1867 to support irrigation venture on north bank of Salt
Trail and example of success ful ﬂii!éf-iti'-'ﬂ agriculture m hot L 3 e il B ge L N )| | between Tucson and Fort Yuma, Indian wars intensity. N B - River. Successful canal ventures attract more settlers, leading to 1870 creation of
desert environs that I:'I":'T'-'Ti': es model for future endeavors. Bt B RS e e - 7Y | Phoeniz townsite. “First in time, first in right” ethic of prior ;l'II'II'I'II'II'i'EltiI'II'l applies
' ' ' to water and land resources. Indian-white conflict intensifies 1n Territory

1846-1848 — Mexican-American War
I3 Army passes through Mew Mexico and Arizona
with no opposition. Lt Wi, Emory I‘uﬂ'tnrm: first
scientific survey of route along Rio Grande Eiver and
(1la Trail. Includes Limmnaean classification of flora
fauna, remedial geologic analysis, and charting of
water sources. Scientific fascination does not
translate tnto positive wew for popular culture of
Southwestern landscapes, ecosystems, or agricultural
possihilities. Mamstream perception of faceless
“Great American Desert” inhahited by s
rematns htact. Mew Mexico and Anzona are places
tocross en route to Califormia. Eegion north llt Pimas
unknown Kearney Code adopted i 1846 merging
Morth American and Hizpanic traditions.
1871-1878: ;rovwth and Stability
Maticopa County fortned with Phoemx as county
eat, Pinal County with Florence as county seat,
Tl::IIItI_IIle capital mowves to Tucson Apache wars
subside, public safety increases, allowing freedom
of transportation, more dispersed demographics,
and tmproves Arizona Terntory’s tnage. Crops
diversify and wrigated acreage on Gila and Salt
Ervers ticreases, of eating resource-cotmp etition
1281ues and 1|=-'r:|l attles ower allocation and
distribution of water. Gila Erver diversions cause
crop fathwres v *1th inas, leading to rigration of
Indians to Salt Biver. Canal systetn remains
centered on Hohokam networl, although wnproved
excavation technology allows extension 1Lu:*.*l |11|1
watershed physiography. Boosteristm increases,
FPhoentz and Salt River emerge as “garden -IIHT of
Anzona Foad system, regional economy solidifies,

and political systetn matures.

1821-1846: Mexican Era
Period charactenzed by war, econommic and social
disruption, demographic contraction. Although
Fima'Maricopa settlements on Gila Eiver retain
strong, Santa Cruz River Vallewy 15 conflict zone
hetween Europeans, Papagos and Pinas, with
Apacheans. Mission systermn and small outposts
abandoned, T11|:3|:|npx|~-1|11n and Pina wllages
st locations. Irngated acreage
l11t£11111 hl‘ as |_T1].:ll'_’1*u*l"1 settlements hecome
1nl_:1|3:351ngl§.-* important source of foodstuffs, w1th
Pimat economic p owet translating to political : : : _ _
capital Arizona percerved by Mexicans and e T s _ Rl @ S S Bty | 1872-1887: Continued Growth, Resource
Ammericans as savaoe wasteland ¥ : o e Y . | : . _ 2 . : 3 - -. Competition
. : A Eppa . | Fallroad to Maricopa Wells connects Central
Arizona to outside markets, although long wagon
trip remains to ratlhead. Allows greater
diwversification of crops for shipment to extra-
regional markets. Conflicts wath Apaches ends
with Geronimo’s surrender, improwing public
safety and tnage of Arizona to settlers and
investors. Cooperative nature of irrigation vanishes
as speculation and boosterism produces large
corporate-backed reclamation projects such as
Arizona Canal Despite tmproved construction
= '1‘111!‘!1!_!':".', failure to scentific 5111" tnatiagemnent
watershed combines with hydrological limits to
create legal and ecological crisis. Underoround
1687-1821: Spanish Colonial Entry into Arizona I.H.uupmg icreases, although technological limit-s
Let by Jesuit Eusebio Kino, Spanish missionary EﬂFl agﬂmlh’lr.al Fe i S HttEEt
efforts extend to Pimans m Santa Cruz and Gila ——-Key Concepts-—— Prior appro Pﬂatl':'ﬂ doctring codified in 13
River Valleys. Although no permanent European ---1) Perception: Mainstream impression of Arizona as wasteland was transformed into “garden” and 5) Cultural Exceptionalism: Driving force behind persistence of development and settlement, - Territorsal Statutes, although mE':hE'm':Im for
settlements until mid-1700s in present-day Arizona, exemplar of lumankind’s conquest of nature in engineered ruralfurban setting. Scientific mterest m region’s self-image of institutional reclamation and Salt River Valley. Central to racial athitudes and setthng disputes outside courts do not exist.
Spanish extend ge 0gr aphic knowledge and intro- indigenous flora, fauna geology, and human societies remamed with educated elite, not extending to popular mstification for excluding the region’s aboriginal peoples from water and resources, as well
duce crops, increasing Piman food output. Further culture urtil later in 20% century. There exists dialectic between philosophy and matenal dynamics. as assesstnent of the region’s long-duree ecological lirnits,
tnissinn system e --II':lﬂEil'lﬂ under Franciscan Tomas ---23 Politics and Law: Prior Appropriatiosn doctrine ursworkable after resource- competition 15sues 6) Ethics: Mainstrearn culture’s narrow humanism was extended toward “nature™ by 1deational
Garces m late 18® century, Spanish power declines. intensified. Prodded by necessty and courts, government and citizens at local and national lewels and material dynamics concermng relationship hetween natural and human components.
Spain never adopts science as way of understanding produced publiciprivate merger of Reclamation Serwvice and Salt BEver Valley Water Users & ssociation. Frogressiwve Era mstitutions and ideology mitigate harshness of and environs and
natural world; cosmology sharply hitlli n:::at: d Kent Decreemn 1910 provides baseline legal decision and scheme for equitable distnbution of water, Darwinistic ethic, Mafive Americans retnan outside manstream ethical parameters.
between Christian civilization and “savage™ nature. ---3) Demographics: Population 1n Salt and Gila Eiver Valleys settled 10 towns and rural areas along canals 7} Ecological Limits: Despite stresses on the region’s hydrological systermn and soil I'E!EIIILlI'II:E!E_,
atd transportation network, Salt River Valley wide open for settlement while Gila River Valley himited by physical and social engineering allows human society to avoid severe negative |
hydrological shortc omings and Puna/Maricopa Eeserwvation.  Initial migrations and developments drven by Fesource manipulation would later extend outward and downward to IE-I['I"EL-I'E'III'IITELI -anl:l
cotnbination of 1deals, wantz, and boosteristn, permanence by ecology and economics. subsurface water that provided short-term security but potential long-range problemms.
---4) Crops and Irrigation: Grains raised for military uses augmented by foodstuftts tl it self-sufficiency and E} Written Culture and Wond Systems: Ahstractions and broader “connective tissue™ of
houndaries of market brought on by improvements m transportation network — hoth roads and ralways — that ritten culture and world systems allowed for greater manipulation and theoretical separation
connected Central Arizona with world system. Little consideration for lugh water demand flora until 1820 guiy il ’[hl-' ‘state of nature™ more nakedly experienced by less sophisticated societies. Potentially
when agnicultural science, water engmeering, and legal 1ssues began to be resolved. s disregard for absolute limiting factors such as water, endangering long-term futures.

- [Gr - —— W T 1803.1002: Storm Before the Cabm 1888-1802: Floods and Failed Reclamation
IIMIIIITET Egl'f;' 1903-1910: SRP, Kent Decree, and Modern Era i T B ol ¥ 2 PR St LW/ osiank e _ o o Railroad completed from Maricopa Wells to Phoenzx, further
oyl d Salt River Valley Water Users Association formed, construction on Al b Al e e T <AV Kibbey Decision ignored by canal compares who confinue development improving Salt River Valley s connection to outside markets.
- Foosewvelt Dam -he-:ru'm ensuring dominance of Phoeniz and Salt River schemes on Gila and Salt Rivers, suggesting public/private reclamation Terntorial Capital I"FI'In'anFntl" moves to Phoemz in 1889,
Valley in Arizona politics and econotmics. Pinal County continues slide SONCERE Pl Im”in"fl_:'_"'lnnlH:: M ml Fhoennt [SPoomnnen legitirmizing Salt River Valley as political and economuc center of
toward political and economic margnalization. Migration to Salt River assoctation formed, USGS studies Salt and Gila Ruvers tnr scientifically Arizona and furthenng decline of Gila River Valley and Florence

planned water developmert. Boosters continue promoting Central Arizona area. Crop acreage continues to mcrease despite unresolved legal

Valley intensifies and urban uses tncrease. Irmgated acreage and mono- =
a5 gat '-1'311 spot” with unlimited agr icultural IIIITI"ILTi:Il After 1854 C Are s 1ssues. Wormser v Salt River T L-!'.'!.'!'-.:-'J Case III|||111| 5 1892 K 1]’I1‘II""

culture agriculture continues to grow. Kent Decres in 1910 details histor-
ical development of water claims 1n relation to vse, allowing Salt River

— I-‘|

1528-1604: Spanish Entrada

Spanish entry mto Southwest capped by Co

expedition. Spantards note Puebloan agnc 111t1.1re

which feeds interest for colomization. Onate Froject to proceed with degree of legal certamty. USCS and AES invalve-

colonizes WNew Mexco, F-s:rt:an extends geographic . : e R _ _ ment i water development planning and agricultwral practices creates

knowledge to Colorado Eiver. Cultural and physi- AT =Tt e e , | BE SN =i more scientific approachto farmung and regional planning Exceptionalist
L ) : B ethos surrounding reclamation creates aura of inwincibility.

Act falls to address western reclamation problems, 1902 R EEl:LIu:lTllln Act Decision that provides legal precedent for future I1E|:_1_.1”Ib OVEr
fﬂafk? progressive merger hetween private and public interests. Crop water rights. Floods underscore need for sophisticated water

acreage and canal mileage mcreases despite uncertainties; monoculture storage and distribution systemn, while IIIl ate |:.|:|1111.'-:m1|:5 strugaled
agriculture more prevs 1 S '”111'1 water pumnping mcreases dramatically with large-scale reclamation projects. USGE commence
because of waters needs and technological innovation. hydrological studies on Salt, Gila, and Verde Rivers. T._.an..rersit_':.-* of
Arizona Agricultural Expertment Station formed.

Timeline

cal geography unc 1*-.-*1113&{1, 0 1_1t-s.i|:1|3 God’s realm




