


Students and Teachers 
Exploring Schoolyard 

Ecosystems









Summer Internship: Urbanization and Insects
Teachers learn how to set ground arthropod traps.









Summer Internships

Bird Diversity and Urban Habitat

Teachers work with ASU scientists to learn:
o How to survey and identify plants and birds in their 

schoolyard
o How to analyze plant and bird data
o What ASU scientists are discovering about local plant 

and bird populations

Teachers work with Education Liaisons to:
o Learn ways to incorporate the research into their 

curriculum and meet the state standards
o Develop lesson plans for their classrooms











































Ecology Explorers in Action!
Students collect Palo Verde seed pods in their schoolyard to 

conduct the Bruchid Beetle Investigation.





Ecology Explorers Share Their Research
A student enjoys talking with Dr. Jonathan Fink, Vice Provost for 

Research, about his research at the CAP LTER Poster 
Symposium.















Ecology Explorers in the Community
Students are engaged in determining in which habitat common 

urban birds can be found.





Ecology Explorers in the Community
Graduate student, Elena Ortiz-Barney, shares the insect 

collections with visitors at SEE ASU.





Workshops We Offer

• Insects in the Classroom
• Birds, Birds, Birds
• Introduction to Ecology Explorers
• Data Analysis and Technology
• Social Science: Surveys and More
• Ecology in the Schoolyard
• Mapping



Introduction to Ecology Explorers Workshop
Teachers investigate Palo Verde seed pods.







Teacher Dinners
Post Doc, Dr. Amy Nelson, shared with teachers an overview of 

the Social Science components of CAP LTER.



Teacher Dinners
Teachers catch up with one another and share ideas..





Teacher Dinners
Dr. Sam Scheiner, Dr. Tim Craig, and Dr. Nancy McIntyre have 
time to talk to one another and teachers about their research.
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