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RESEARCH QUESTION & METHODS WHAT IS WATER INSECURITY?

In this research project, we engage with the misconception that he imped_ed access to an ad_equate quantity_of acceptable quality water
all people in the U.S. enjoy water security by examining the case for: hydration, hygiene, cleanliness, and cooking. We analyzed water
of people experiencing homelessness in the city of Phoenix,

Arizona in the southwestern United States. Following previous T G e e Barriers to water Impacts
findings about the usage of water in hidden landscapes among acquisition
this population,’ we ask the question: * Public water fountain  « Accessibility * Heat-related iliness
In what ways is the homeless population in the Phoenix * Bottled water * lifhealth * Dehydration
metropolitan area water insecure? * Private tap water . Drug a.md alcohol * Death | |

_ _ o _ « Surface water addiction « Mental deterioration
Our data was collected using archives, participant-observation, . Unconventional or . Hygiene stigma . Kidney stones/failure
focal follows with water distributors that serve homeless llegal access . Poor knowledge of . Poor bodily hygiene
populations, and expert interviews with 14 diverse service ceflelle eeaTeas . Poor dental hygiene
providers. We analyzed this data using methods for thematic . Poor knowledge of . Lowered social status
coding. MAXQDA software was used to thematically code the dehydration . Curtailed job interviews
audio and textual data. » Pollution or » Broken family structure

contamination » Lack of cleanliness
« Economic * Unclean food prep.

“We have a lot less open public
space here in Arizona than we do in * Infrastructural

iInsecurity as a process that includes: water sources, barriers, and impacts.

N Phoenix, Arizona, USA

PEOPLE LIVING IN ENCAMPMENTS

* Includes people who are living in built or modified
Infrastructures, who are a part of a social network of campers.

» Within the past year the encampments have greatly declined
due to an effort to eradicate them. Currently, most of the
encampment systems that are left are ones that are hidden in
places that include forested areas, abandoned railway lots,
and unpopular or hardly accessible riparian areas.

 The sources of water for people in the “encampment”
category are diverse and unconventional, this Is a
response to the major barrier of increasing physical and
social isolation from city resources.

PEOPLE LIVING WITH NO ROOF

* Includes people who are living on the streets and are not a
part of a larger, social encampment system. These people
have to seek publicly accessible environments to eat, drink,
rest, and eliminate.

* For the people in this category, the sources of water are
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