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Background Attitudes as Predictors of Landscape Style as Predictor of
Urban landscaping choices have a significant influence over local biodiversity, - - . .
ecosystem functioning, and ecosystem services!:23. Understanding the plant Natlve Plants 1 Yards Natlve Plants N YardS
composition O_f ‘_era” landscapes and the motivation for_le_mds_capl_ng choices Is Attitude toward native plant species does not significantly predict proportion of Yards that had desert-style landscaping (xeric) were found to have a significantly
Integral for guiding the future of ecosystem service provision in cities. native plant species in front yard landscaping. Reject H1. higher percentage of native plant species than did mesic-style yards. Support H3.

Socioeconomic, normative pressures, and preferences for various plant attributes

have been studied as drivers for landscaping choices24>.5, However, few studies
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have explored the drivers behind private land owners' decisions to landscape with
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H2: Resident’s attitude toward the desert determine whether or not native plants @ : e © ! ..
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H3: ILagdscape style determines whether or not native plants are included in yard : 3 3 y z Yeisis Yare
anascaping. - Attitude toward native plant species + Front yard landscape style
M th d Figure 3. Percentage of plant species found in front yard landscaping that are native to the Sonoran Desert by Figure 5. Percentage of plant species found in front yard landscaping that are native to the Sonoran Desert by yard
e O S Indexed attitude toward native plants, with 1 being a very negative attitude and 5 being a very positive attitude. landscape style. Diamonds represent averages for each group.
Over the summer of 2018, we conducted a resident
survey (n = 105) and a vegetation survey (n = 417). . Attitude toward the desert does not significantly predict proportion of native plant
: species in front yard landscaping. Reject H2.
Resident Survey
Residents were asked how strongly they n T .
disagree with (1), agree with (5), or feel neutral |
about (3) the below statements concerning .
native plants and the desert. These were . "
averaged to form an index for each variable. e -c% 0.75- Mesic: Lawn-dominated Oasis: Mixture of lawn and Xeric: Desert-style
L 1 = landscape style desert-style landscape landscape
Attitude toward native plant species (a = 0.44) : g O O
« “Native plants in residential areas are unsafe” n % _
- “Native plants do not belong in the city” = 3 0 50 RN 2 iy o COI"ICI USIONS
* "Native plants are beautitul’ L S 0 . Attitudes toward the desert and native plant species do not
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* “The desert is a very special place to me Lo ° @0 ® .’ ® Resident attitudes toward the desert and native plant species are unlikely to drive
* “The desert is beautiful” o -~ 0.25- O o e @ o { native plant incorporation in urban landscapes. Other factors may have a more
» “The desert is a nice place to spend time” °ﬁ ”% O%».,,% S ® ® " ® ¢ © ’ significant sway over landscaping choices such as resident demographic
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Vegetation Survey o AL S TG , , , . , abundance of native plant species Iin front yards.
 From the sidewalk, front yard plants Ea 4, 3 v 1 2 _ 3 4 - While desert-style landscapes may not replicate many functions of native desert, they
excluding weeds and turf grass, were B P T R - Attitude toward the desert + do support a higher proportion of native plant species than do lawn-dominated
identified to lowest possible taxa. e QISP 0 “ ‘E 0%,0, Figure 4. Percentage of plant species found in front yard landscaping that are native to the Sonoran Desert by landscapes.
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Linear Model %Rrgwsw Ty K Predictor Estimate Standard Error P-value biodiversity in urban ecosystems.
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