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March 2026: hottest

Temp: 63.4°F Rank: hottest Anomaly: +13.3°F

Arizona - Mean Temperature
March 2026, Percentile
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March 2026: very dry

Total: 0.15” Rank: 13 driest Anomaly: -0.88”

Arizona - Precipitation
March 2026, Percentile
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Last 12 months: hottest

Temp: 64.4°F Rank: hottest Anomaly: +5.1°F

Arizona - Mean Temperature
April 2025 - March 2026, Percentile
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Last 12 months: drier
Total: 10.24”

Arizona - Precipitation

April 2025 - March 2026, Percentile
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Rank: 37 driest Anomaly: -2.37”
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WY2026: wet fall 2025 now getting lost in dry winter 2026

Water Year runs from Oct 1- Sep 30 and is how US and Canada manage water supply

Arizona Precipitation
October-March
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Snow drought in AZ and the Colorado Basin

1 month Precipitation

Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median | March 1, 2026 - March 31, 2026
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After improvement, short-term drought advanced

U.S. Drought Monitor April 14, 2026

(Released Thursday, Apr. 16, 2026)

Arizona Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

MNone | DO [y} Dz D3 D4

Cument 285 | 2150 [ 5551 | 2014 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week

04072078 284 | 2545 (53.21 | 1350 | 0.00 | 0.00

3 MonthsAgo 29.07

01132078 3337 | 31.00 | 656 | 0.00 [ 0.00

Start of
Calendar Year | 27.93 | 2439 | 3393 | 1273 | 1.03 | 0.00
01-06-2026
Start of
Water Year 000 | 000 [2079 | 5415|2357 | 149
03-30-2025

One YearAgo 0.00 074

115 | 21.04 | 5473 | 1234
04-15-2025

Intensity:

|:| MNane |:| D2 Severe Drought
I:l D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[ 1 D1 Moderate Drought [l 04 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Moniter, go te https:#/droughtmenitor.unl. edu/About aspx

Author:
Brian Fuchs
National Drought Mitigation Center

April 16, 2024 April 15, 2025 usor @, (3
Dry monsoon 2023 Dry monsoon 2024 _—
Wet winter 2024 Dry winter 2025

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Wet May, early June 2025 helped slightly improve
Dry monsoon 2025, very wet fall 2025, dry winter 2026
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Long-term deficits continue across Arizona

Standardized Precipitation Evapotranspiration Index
shows hot temperatures and dry conditions 60-month ranki ngs

Southwest - 48 Month SPEI _
March 2026 Arizona
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WestWide Drought Tracker, WRCC, Climate Engine, Data Source: PRISM Prelim, created 05 Apr 2026
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook @

Valid: Jul-Aug-Sep 2026
Issued: April 16, 2026
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ENSO-neutral
conditions are
present

80% chance ENSO-neutral through Apr-Jun 2026
61% chance El Nino emerges May-Jul 2026
then persist at least through end of 2026

Relative SST Anomalies (°C)
01 APR 2026

-3 -2 -1 -05 0 0.5 1 2 3

Figure 1. Average relative sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies (°C) for the week centered
on 1 April 2026. Anomalies are computed with respect to the 1991-2020 base period weekly
means.
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Thank you!

Erinanne Saffell, Ph.D.

Arizona State Climatologist

Erinanne.Saffell@asu.edu m
azclimate.asu.edu
@AZStateClimate
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