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Arizona hottest winter on record 
preliminary NOAA data as of 3/9/2026

Every AZ county had their hottest winter on record
preliminary NOAA data as of 3/9/2026



February 2026: hottest
Temp: 52.1°F  Rank: hottest  Anomaly: +7.1°F

Flagstaff 5th hottest (tie) February
Phoenix hottest February
Tucson hottest February

Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI as of 3/16/26



February 2026: drier
Total: 0.68”  Rank: 52nd driest  Anomaly: -0.40”

Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI as of 7/14/25

Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI as of 3/16/26

Flagstaff 52nd wettest February (2.02”)
Phoenix 27th driest February (tie) (0.08”)

Tucson 27th driest February (0.14”)



Last 12 months: hottest
Temp: 63.4°F    Rank: hottest    Anomaly: +4.1°F
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Monthly Average Temperature
March 2025 – February 2026

Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI as of 3/9/26

Month Rank

March 2025 31st hottest (tie)

April 2025 38th hottest (tie)

May 2025 32nd hottest (tie)

June 2025 17th hottest

July 2025 24th hottest (tie)

August 2025 2nd hottest

September 2025 27th hottest

October 2025 20th hottest (tie)

November 2025 4th hottest (tie)

December 2025 Hottest

January 2026 7th hottest (tie)

February 2026 Hottest

2nd hottest? Mar 2017-Feb 2018



Last 12 months: drier
Total: 11.12”    Rank: 56th driest    Anomaly: -1.48”
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Monthly Precipitation
March 2025 – February 2026

Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI as of 3/9/26

Month Rank

March 2025 57th wettest

April 2025 54th driest (tie)

May 2025 38th wettest

June 2025 20th wettest (tie)

July 2025 14th driest

August 2025 11th driest

September 2025 24th wettest (tie)

October 2025 20th wettest

November 2025 21st wettest

December 2025 30th driest

January 2026 66th wettest

February 2026 52nd driest

Driest? Mar 2020-Feb 2021



Wet Fall 2025 started Water Year 2026
Water Year runs from Oct 1- Sep 30 and is how US and Canada manage water supply

Long-term average Oct-Feb: 5.04”
1994-2026 average Oct-Feb: 4.57”

Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI as of 3/10/26

5.20” 

WY2026 Oct-Feb:   
Statewide Total: 5.20”

Rank: 56th wettest
Anomaly: +0.16”
(Last year? Oct -Feb…1.15”)



Snow drought in AZ and the Colorado Basin

Snow water equivalent still below median 
Arizona (49%)   Lower CO (52%)   Upper CO (68%) 
as of 2/19/2026



After improvement, short-term drought advancing

Wet May, early June 2025 helped slightly improve 
Dry monsoon 2025, very wet fall 2025, dry winter 2026

March 18, 2025
Dry monsoon 2024 

Dry winter 2025 

March 19, 2024 
Dry monsoon 2023

Wet winter 2024



Long-term deficits continue across Arizona

Arizona
Mar 2021 to Feb 2026

32nd driest 

Arizona
Mar 2021 to Feb 2026
3rd hottest (tie 2016-21, 2017-22)
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Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI as of 3/10/26

Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI as of 3/10/26

Standardized Precipitation Evapotranspiration Index 
shows hot temperatures and dry conditions





La Nina Advisory 
then transition to 
El Nino Watch

La Nina pattern

El Nino pattern

55% chance transition to ENSO neutral May-Jul 2026
62% chance El Nino emerges Jun-Aug 2026 

then persists through end of 2026
Preliminary data from NOAA/CPC as of 3/12/26



Erinanne Saffell, Ph.D.
Arizona State Climatologist

Erinanne.Saffell@asu.edu

azclimate.asu.edu

@AZStateClimate 

Thank you!
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