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Outline
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• Salt-Verde and SRP overview

• Wet Fall 

• Dry Winter

• Lidar Measurements of the 2026 Black River Snowpack
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SRP manages seven reservoirs; 

6 on the Salt (4) and Verde (2) 

rivers in Arizona for a 13,000 sq. 

mile watershed (plus 1 on East 

Clear Creek)

Upper Black River 

Basin
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Wettest Oct-Nov 

Since 1978
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After the Nov. 
storms, weather 
models favored 
early snowpack 
development in 
AZ
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Wettest Oct- Nov 

Since 1978
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Survey Results from March 12
Survey Results from Feb. 23

Feb. 23 to March 

12 change. 

Snowpack  

decreased 

everywhere but 

the highest 

elevation north 

aspects
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This Year
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2021: dry winter 

but bigger 

snowpack
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• Wet fall but dry winter and historically small snowpack

• Airborne lidar and on-ground measurements produced high 

resolution maps of the Upper Black River snowpack

• The wet fall likely aided the minimal snowmelt in producing a 

streamflow response in the Black River.

• Providing an extreme case to test hydrologic models
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Questions?
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