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2024: hottest summer on record

Cochise: 
3rd hottest

Counties: record hottest 



Maricopa County 
is the hottest, 
most populous 
county in the US

110°F+ days/year
2024 – 61
2023 – 55
2022 – 22
2021 – 22
2020 – 53

2021-2024: 40 days average

@AZStateClimate



More numbers 
this summer….

Number of 100°F in a row: May 27 to Sept 16 (113 days)

120 so far 2024

@AZStateClimate



August 2024: hot
Temp: 81.5°F  Rank: 4th hottest  Anomaly: 3.7°F

Monthly County Average Temperature
August 2024

Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI

Arizona 
Counties

Temp Depart Rank

Apache 72.2° 3.1° 3rd warmest

Cochise 79.0° 3.2° 7th warmest

Coconino 74.7° 3.6° 4th warmest

Gila 79.8° 3.8° 6th warmest

Graham 80.4° 3.3° 5th warmest

Greenlee 76.0° 3.6° 4th warmest

La Paz 94.4° 4.5° 4th warmest

Maricopa 92.9° 5.2° 3rd warmest

Mohave 84.3° 3.3° 7th warmest

Navajo 74.5° 3.4° 4th warmest

Pima 86.2° 3.2° 10th warmest

Pinal 89.2° 3.9° 7th warmest

Santa Cruz 77.3° 3.1° 11th warmest

Yavapai 80.2° 4.1° 4th warmest

Yuma 95.0° 5.2° 3rd warmest

Record 
coldest

Top 10% 
coldest

Top 33% 
coldest

Normal
Top 33% 
warmest

Top 10% 
warmest

Record 
warmest



August 2024: mostly dry
Total: 1.62”  Rank: 37th driest  Anomaly: -0.48”

Monthly County Precipitation
August 2024

Preliminary data from NOAA/NCEI

Arizona 
Counties

Total Depart Rank

Apache 1.91” -0.26” 63rd driest

Cochise 2.62” -0.58” 40th driest

Coconino 2.12” 0.09” 59th wettest

Gila 3.00” -0.12” 58th wettest

Graham 2.08” -0.60” 40th driest

Greenlee 2.44” -0.53” 43rd driest

La Paz 0.16” -0.91” 12th driest

Maricopa 0.61” -0.86” 18th driest

Mohave 0.81” -0.72” 31st driest

Navajo 1.79” -0.23” 59th driest

Pima 1.72” -0.83” 24th driest

Pinal 1.61” -0.45” 53rd driest

Santa Cruz 2.08” -2.02” 10th driest

Yavapai 1.95” -0.64” 45th driest

Yuma 0.10” -0.74” 12th driest

Record 
driest

Top 10% 
driest

Top 33% 
driest

Normal
Top 33% 
wettest

Top 10% 
wettest

Record 
wettest



September: so far, hot and very dry

Mean Temperature Departure from Normal
                               September 1-17, 2024

Total Precipitation Percent of Normal
                             September 1-17, 2024



Wildland fire 60% increase from 2023 (to date)

DVF: State, DFFM
BLM: Bureau of Land Management
FWS: US Fish and Wildlife
NPS: National Park Service
BIA: Bureau of Indian Affairs
FS: USFS

2023

2024

Last year, many smaller wildfires
No exceptionally large wildfires

This year, wildland fire every month (to date)
60% of fires human started (to date)

https://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/predictive/intelligence/daily/Daily_Reported_Incide
nts/Daily_WF-RX_Map.htm



WY2024 Oct-Aug : hot and below average precip

1st 2018
2nd 1996
3rd 2017
4th 2000
5th 2015
6th 2024



WY2024 Oct-Aug: below average 

Oct-Aug 2024: 10.34”

Long-term WY average 12.27”
1994-2023 WY average 11.29”

20 of last 30 water years have been below long-term average

zzz11.09”

2024

Oct-Aug 2023: 11.39”



Short-term drought expanding

1 year ago: September 19, 2023 3 months ago: June 18, 2024



Arizona is experiencing 
a hot drought

SPEI: Standardized Precipitation 
Evapotranspiration Index







La Nina on track for winter
71% chance Sep-Nov



Monsoon Wrap-Up 
October 17



Dan Berc 
Warning Coordination Meteorologist
NWS Vegas
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